
Costock Annual Parish Meeting – April 2017  
Chairman’s Report 
 
The past 12 months have seen some notable achievements: 
 
In December we finally signed the agreement to take on the piece 
of land to be known as Costock Nature Reserve behind 
Holmestead Close. We also received a cheque from Persimmon 
Builders to cover legal costs, initial clearing and a contribution 
towards longer term maintenance. It had taken 10 years of waiting, 
chasing and getting frustrated but we finally got there. Rushcliffe 
Borough Council approved the excellent management plan drawn 
up by Bob Simpson and a small steering group and work has now 
commenced. More will be said about this later in the meeting but I 
want to express my thanks to Bob for many hours of hard work, to 
Everard for persisting in his endeavours and to John Young and 
Phil Lilley for agreeing to be on the steering group. 
 
Since last summer more than a dozen people have received police 
training to operate the Community Road Safety Equipment. We 
have done several sessions at different times of day and have 
fulfilled the aim of the scheme which is to make people aware of 
the speed at which they drive through the village and to deter them 
from excessive speed. We have generally received a positive 
response from motorists and passers by. Those who are less 
positive seem to struggle to understand the purpose of the 
scheme. It is interesting to see the effect of donning high visibility 
jackets – before we even get the equipment set up. 
Unfortunately we are unable to do sessions at present as the 
equipment, which belongs to Nottinghamshire Police, needs repair 
and Howard Shinn, the co-ordinator is seeking funding. We hope 
to be back soon. 
 
We have finally regained control of our web site. Sharon Wilson is 
devoting a considerable amount of time to updating it and has set 
a target of May/June for everything to be in place. The work will of 
course be ongoing and I know that Sharon would welcome more 
material on contactus@costockvillage.co.uk. 
 
Another very successful litter pick took place in March with 16 
volunteers involved. 
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The defibrillator has now been in place for over 4 years and we 
plan to organise some more training later in the year. 
 
Less successful have been our continuing efforts to get some 
repairs done to Church and Chapel Lane, we have asked and 
asked but so far with no results, apparently due to lack of funding. 
 
Other things which we would like to have done include getting an 
overhanging tree cut back on Main Street so that it does not block 
the pavement, this is now in the hands of the County Council. 
We would also like to know why a developer was able to fill in a 
pond on the corner of Main Street and the A60, apparently without 
planning permission. Information from Rushliffe Borough council 
has not been forthcoming. 
 
I would like to thank all those people who volunteer in Costock, as 
in most communities, it tends to be the same people doing lots of 
different things, more volunteers are always welcome. 
 
A fine example of this work is the Village Hall Management 
Committee which continues to run and maintain the hall efficiently. 
The Parish pays for work to the fabric of the hall and makes an 
annual budget allocation for this purpose based on the predictions 
of the committee. However, without the many hours of work put in 
by people from the village, especially John Collins, the hall would 
not be the success that it is. 
 
After several years of maintaining the Parish Precept at an even 
level, we have made an increase this year to ensure that we have 
sufficient funds to provide facilities for the future. 
 
Thanks are due to my colleagues on the Parish Council for their 
work during the year, particular thanks to John Rich who will be 
leaving the village soon and will therefore be resigning his seat on 
the Council. A vacancy will be advertised shortly. 
 
Thank you also to our Clerk, Mike Elliott, who keeps us on the 
straight and narrow and does much more work than the few hours 
for which he is paid. 


