
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Costock held on Wednesday April 20 2016, in Costock Village Hall at 7.45pm 
  
The parish council  chairman Coun. Kath Owen  took the chair and welcomed the 17 parishioners present.   
 
Apologies There were none  
 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on April 16, 2014, were presented by the chairman and were signed as being correct. 
 
Chairman’s report 
 

 Finances of Costock Parish Council continue to be healthy said the chairman in her annual report presented to the parish meeting. 
The chairman said a decision was made in January to precept for £10,000 for the forthcoming year, the figure remaining unchanged for 
several years and in fact represented a small decrease in the council tax amount from each household for 2016-7, due to an increased 
number of houses in the village. 
The Elections in May last year resulted in five returning Councillors, with two, Peter Houghton and Mike Albon having decided not to stand 
for a further term. The two vacancies were advertised and John Rich and John Young were appointed to the Council.  
The chairman commented on the council web site and said a decision had  been taken to set up and run their own website from the end of 
June 2016. Councillor Sharon Wilson has offered to do this on our behalf and will be requesting material for the site soon. The new address 
and necessary information will be sent out. 
The report from Coun. Mrs Owen went on to discuss the Village Hall and said this continues to thrive. Members of the Village Hall 
Management Committee had provided a list of major work proposals for the Parish council to consider and this is proving to be a useful way 
of working as the Parish council is responsible for the upkeep of the fabric of the building.  
The chairman said the Parish Council were very grateful to members of the VHMC who work hard to maintain the hall. 
On the question of Road Safety, the chairman said the Parish Council had continued to lobby for more speed checks through the village. 
Parking outside school and the village hall in the mornings and mid afternoon continues to be a major concern. “We have talked to the local 
police about speed and heavy lorries using Main Street to access East Leake building sites, of which there are several. The weight limit 
remains but lorries requiring access are permitted.   
“We have been unable to convince the planning authorities that the dramatic increase in the number of houses in East Leake will have a 
worrying effect on the number of vehicles going through Costock,” said Coun. Mrs Owen. 
The chairman said the parish council were currently trying to arrange training for volunteers to be involved in a Speedwatch exercise. 
Further information will be sent out when more is known. 
On the  question of the Nature Reserve the chairman  said they had now reached the stage where the builder is willing to issue a cheque 
and transfer the land to the Parish Council. However the land registry plan shows an anomaly in the exact boundaries of the land involved. 
“This is in the hands of our solicitor to sort out. As soon as the transaction is satisfactorily completed, a plan will be drawn up for managing 
the land. This is likely to involve an appeal for volunteers,” The chairman commented in the very successful litter pick that  took place in 
early March and this will be repeated twice a year.  
“Unfortunately we are experiencing considerable problems with dog dirt left on pavements and grassed areas. This is surprising as few dogs 
seem to roam free in the village. All dog owners are requested to clear up after their dogs and take the bag of dog dirt home with them to 
put in their dustbin. Leaving dog dirt for others to stand in or even bags of dirt for someone else to pick up is antisocial and unhealthy,.” said 
the chairman. 
Coun. Mrs Owen gave thanks to everyone who has supported the village this year. My particular thanks to my fellow councillors especially 
Everard Robinson as vice chairman. Thanks also to Mike Elliott our Clerk who, she said,  achieves a huge amount on behalf of the council, 
adding that his work was invaluable. 
 
Financial Report: 
  The clerk Mike Elliott said the council began the 2015/2016 financial year with a figure in hand of £16,060 –banked with Natwest.  
During the year the main items of expenditure included £1,160 for insurance – for both the normal parish council cover and for the village hall --  
£805 for grass cutting and equipment and maintenance..       Village hall repairs and decorating  took £3,867.    The council made grants totalling 
£325 and spent £226 on audit fees, £590 to the village school for rent of the playing field. .   
In total the expenditure during the financial year was £15,532 a reduction of £1500 from the 2014/2015 financial year. 
Income for the financial year was £11,672 with £10,000 -- £500 more less than in the previous year -- received though the annual precept. The 
sum recovered from VAT spent during the previous financial year brought in another £1577.  The council ended the year with a balance in hand of 
£15,482. . 
The precept for the new financial year 2016/2017 is £10,000,  the same as in the previous year. .  
The accounts have not yet been audited. 
 
Any other business 

 The chairman said there had been progress in regard to the Nature Park and he was hopeful the long standing matter could be finalised in  
the coming 12 months.  The parish council were to be given £21,275 by the  housing developers as part of the Section 106 agreement and 
would be  totally   responsible for the 2 acre site. 



 Concerns were expressed on traffic problems in the village including inconsiderate parking adjacent to Chapel Lane and the village public 
house.    The condition of Chapel Lane and Church Street was discussed and Notts County Council member Coun. Reg Adair said he 
would arrange for the two roads to be inspected. 

 A vote of thanks was offered from the meeting to the parish council in recognition of the work they undertake of behalf of the village. 
 

 There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.25pm. 
 

 


